Responsibilities of the preoperative holding area nurse.
The preoperative holding area is an important, but often over-looked, area in the surgical suite. This area, however, is where the majority of surgical patients and their family members have their first direct contact with perioperative staff members. The preoperative holding area can provide the environment for calming, informative interactions that should help patients prepare for their surgical procedures. The preoperative holding area nurse's primary responsibility is to provide information and emotional support for patients and their family members, to ensure that all preoperative data have been accumulated, and to maintain patients' baseline hemodynamic statuses.